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time against a Pope who has trained himself, not so much
to be Pope, but to be a great historian, and who lus had
three years of diplomatic life in probably the most un-
settled period and the most unsettled places after the
War.
These three years gave an autocratically-miwled man
an impression of world conditions that; a longer period
might have made him realise wan biased, and it would
seem as Jf he has determined all along to go his own way
during his Pontificate, and to act, where, possible, on his
past training and his own varied experience. The result
must negative much useful information and the wonderful
balance of Catholic reports from bishops throughout the
world; but at the same time, the traditions of the Vatican,
the inevitable intrigue and the inevitable red tape, can
only be cut through and turned into any form of strong
activity by the leadership anil presence of a master mind
such as that of Pius XI.
If one wonders how a man at: the age of eighty In able to
control a world-wide organisation, whose every act in-
fluences some different power and some different placv,
one can only think that; it h not only his historical training
that has helped him in this way, but It is also Im amazing
physique and Im wonderful character shown In the* days
when he was one of the world's most famous Alpinists,
It would seem worth while here to look back a bit into
that early part of his life when he was being subconsciously
moulded for the amazing responsibilities of the last
fifteen years.